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TIMSS (Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study) is the largest 
ongoing undertaking of IEA, an international cooperative of national research 
institutions and government agencies that has been conducting studies of cross-
national achievement since 1959. With a Secretariat in Amsterdam, a large 
Data Processing and Research Center in Hamburg, and more than 60 member 
countries, IEA is headed by Executive Director Hans Wagemaker.

It takes extreme dedication on the part of many individuals around the 
world to make TIMSS a success. TIMSS is a truly global, cooperative enterprise 
made possible by the work of individuals around the world on overall project 
tasks and within each of the participating countries.

The TIMSS & PIRLS International study Center at Boston College, led 
by Executive Directors Ina V.S. Mullis and Michael O. Martin, is responsible 
for the direction and management of TIMSS, together with PIRLS (Progress 
in International Reading Literacy Study). To carry out these two ambitious 
international studies, the TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center works 
closely with the IEA Secretariat in Amsterdam and the IEA Data Processing 
and Research Center in Hamburg. Also, Statistics Canada is responsible for 
school and sampling activities and Educational Testing Service in Princeton, 
New Jersey provides guidance on psychometric methodology. In particular, a 
great deal of the credit for TIMSS is due the National Research Coordinators 
designated by the participating countries to be responsible for the complex tasks 
involved in implementing the studies in their countries. 

With each new assessment cycle of a study, one of the most important 
tasks is to update the assessment frameworks. Updating the TIMSS assessment 
frameworks for 2015 began in September of 2012, and has involved extensive 
input and reviews by individuals at the TIMSS & PIRLS International Study 
Center, the IEA, the TIMSS 2015 National Research Coordinators, and the 
two TIMSS expert committees: the TIMSS 2015 Science and Mathematics 
Item Review Committee, and the TIMSS 2015 Questionnaire Item Review 
Committee. Of all the individuals around the world that it takes to make TIMSS 
a success, the intention here is to specifically acknowledge some of those persons 
who had particular responsibility and involvement in developing and producing 
the TIMSS 2015 Assessment Frameworks.
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TIMSS 2015 Assessment Development Consultants
TIMSS 2015 owes a debt of gratitude to the Chief Mathematics and Chief 
Science Consultants as well as the two members of the TIMSS 2015 Science 
and Mathematics Item Review Committee (SMIRC) who worked with the 
TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Staff to draft updated mathematics 
and science frameworks for subsequent reviews by SMIRC and the TIMSS 2015 
National Research Coordinators.

Liv Sissel Grønmo, Chief Mathematics Consultant
Lee Jones, Chief Science Consultant
Mary Lindquist, TIMSS 2015 Science and Mathematics Item Review Committee
Gerald Wheeler, TIMSS 2015 Science and Mathematics Item Review Committee 

TIMSS 2015 Science and Mathematics Item Review 
Committee
The Science and Mathematics Item Review Committee (SMIRC), comprised 
of internationally recognized mathematics and science experts, reviewed 
and recommended updates for the TIMSS 2015 Mathematics and Science 
Frameworks. The SMIRC also reviews the TIMSS 2015 items at key points in 
the development process.
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Sue Thomson
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TIMSS 2015 Questionnaire Item Review Committee
The TIMSS 2015 Questionnaire Item Review Committee (QIRC) is comprised 
of TIMSS 2015 National Research Coordinators who have special responsibility 
for providing guidance in updating the TIMSS 2015 Contextual Framework and 
the TIMSS 2015 Context Questionnaires.
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Sue Thomson
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TIMSS 2015 National Research Coordinators
The TIMSS 2015 National Research Coordinators (NRCs) are responsible for 
implementing the study in their countries, and participated in a series of reviews 
of the updated frameworks.
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The University of Hong Kong

Hungary
Ildikó Szepesi
Educational Authority
Department of Assessment and
Evaluation

Iran, Islamic Republic of
Abdol’azim Karimi
Ministry of Education
Institute for Educational Research

Ireland
Aiden Clerkin 
Educational Research Centre
St. Patrick’s College

Israel
Inbal Ron-Kaplan
Hadas Gelbart
National Authority for Measurement 
and Evaluation in Education 
(RAMA)
Ministry of Education

Italy
Elisa Caponera
Istituto Nazionale per la
Valutazione del Sistema
Educativo di Istruzione e di
Formazione (INVALSI)

Japan
Fumi Ginshima  

Kenji Matsubara  
National Institute for Educational 
Policy Research (NIER)

Jordan
Khattab Mohammad Ahmad 
Abulibdeh
National Center for Human 
Resources Development 

Kazakhstan
Gulmira Berdibayeva 
The National Centre for Assessment 
of the Quality of Education

Korea, Republic of
Soojin Kim 
Korea Institute of Curriculum & 
Evaluation

Kuwait
Aalla’a Al Shaheen
National Centre for Education 
Development

Lebanon
Leila Maliha Fayad
Educational Center for Research & 
Development
Ministry of Education

Libya
Suleiman Mahmoud Khoja
Ministry for Higher Education

Lithuania
Olga Kostina
National Examinations Centre
Ministry of Education and Science



 122 APPENDIX A

Malaysia
Faridah Abu Hassan
Muhammad Zaini Mohd Zain
Educational Planning & Research 
Division
Ministry of Education

Malta
Francis Fabri 
Ministry of Education

The Netherlands
Martina Meelissen
Marjolein Drent
University of Twente

New Zealand
Robyn Caygill 
Ministry of Education
Comparative Education Research 
Unit

Norway
Ole Kristian Bergem 
University of Oslo

Oman
Zuwaina Saleh Al-maskari
Ministry of Education

Palestinian National Authority
Mohammed O. Matar Mustafa
Ministry of Education and Higher
Education, Assessment and
Evaluation Center 

Poland
Joanna Kaźmierczak
Educational Research Institute

Portugal
Ana Ferreira
Ministry of Education and Science

Qatar
Abdulsattar Mohammed Nagi
Student Assessment Office

Romania
Gabriela Noveanu
Institute for Educational Sciences 

Russian Federation
Galina Kovaleva
Russian Academy of Education

Saudi Arabia
Saleh Alshaya
Ministry of Education

Serbia
Slobodanka Gasic Pavisic
Institute for Educational Research

Singapore
Poon Chew Leng
NG Hui Leng
Ministry of Education

Slovak Republic
Andrea Galádova
National Institute for Certified 
Educational Measurements

Slovenia
Barbara Japelj Pavešić
Educational Research Institute

South Africa
Vijay Reddy
Human Sciences Research Council 
(HSRC)



 TIMSS 2015 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 123

A
C
K
N
O
W
L
E
D
G
E
M
E
N
T
S

T
IM

S
S

 2
0

1
5

 F
R

A
M

E
W

O
R

K
S

:

A

Spain
David Cervera Olivares
National Institute of Educational 
Evaluation
Ministry of Education, Culture and 
Sports

Sweden
Maria Axelsson
Skolverket

Thailand
Precharn Dechsri
Praweena Tira
The Institute for the Promotion of 
Teaching Science and Technology 

Tunisia
Kameleddine Gaha
National Centre for Pedagogical 
Innovation and Research in 
Education

Turkey
Nurcan Ateşok Devici
General Directorate of Innovation 
and Educational Technologies

United Arab Emirates
Nada Abu Baker Husain Ruban
Ministry of Education

United States
Stephen Provasnik
National Center for Education 
Statistics

Yemen
Abdo Ghaleb Al-Odaini
Ministry of Education Educational 
Research & Development Centre

Benchmarking Participants

Alberta, Canada
Ping Yang
Alberta Education Learner 
Assessment Branch

Abu Dhabi, UAE 
Shaikha Ali Al Zaabi
Abu Dhabi Education Council 
Assessment 

Buenos Aires, Argentina 
Silvia Montoya
General Director of Educational 
Assessment and Accountability

Dubai, UAE 
Mariam Al Ali
Knowledge & Human Development 
Authority
Government of Dubai

Ontario, Canada
Michael Kozlow
Education Quality and 
Accountability Office

Quebec, Canada
Joanne Latourelle
Coordonnatrice aux 
etudes pancanadiennes et 
internationationales 
Sanction des etudes
Ministere de l’Education, du Loisir et 
du Sport


